
Your Source for SAFETY Information | NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169

& Home Fire Safety& Home Fire Safety
SmokingSmoking

The place where we feel safest — at home — is where most smoking-materials 
structure fires, deaths, and injuries occur. Smoking materials are the leading 
cause of fire deaths. Smoking material fires are preventable.
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•	The risk of dying in a home 
structure fire caused by 
smoking materials rises with 
age.	•	One out of four fatal victims 
of smoking-material fires 
is not the smoker whose 
cigarette started the fire.Smoking and Medical Oxygen

Never smoke and never allow anyone to smoke where
medical oxygen is used. Medical oxygen can cause materials to ignite more easily and make 
fires burn at a faster rate than normal. It can make an existing fire burn faster and hotter.
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	 •	To prevent a deadly cigarette 
fire, you must be alert. You 
won’t be alert if you are 
sleepy, have taken medicine 
or drugs that make you 
drowsy or have consumed 
alcohol.

	 •	Never smoke in bed.

Be Alert!


